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• Developing a workforce that meets the needs of employers; and
• Increasing the skill set of workers so they can obtain high-quality, high-paying jobs that

allow them and their families to prosper.

A unified Department of Labor and Economic Development should improve the state’s ability
to achieve these goals. In addition, the Department should:

• Protect the safety of workers;
• Serve as the primary point of accountability for economic and workforce development;
• Create a stronger connection between economic forecasting and worker preparation

(e.g. provide a more rapid response when economic characteristics require a change in
worker preparation); and

• Eliminate duplication and expense.

The components of the Department, as depicted in Exhibit 5, should include:
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